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Every year, a major tasting gets underway in the tasting room of Meininger Verlag in  
Germany. Top experts from Europe come together to taste their way through hundreds of 

wines from Rioja. This is the result of that undertaking.
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W
ith 388m bottles sold, Rioja 

has achieved the best result in 

its history. This makes it one of 

the few major wine production areas in the 

world that can justly claim to be working to 

capacity. This situation was reason enough 

for a new edition of the Best of Rioja tasting, 

which offers a comprehensive insight into 

what is happening on the upper Ebro. 

In all, 341 wines made it to the tasting, 

representing not simply a cross-section of 

styles, but also all levels of quality. Along 

with wines in the red Crianza, Reserva and 

Gran Reserva categories, there were quality 

wines with generic back labels, as well as a 

reduced range of white and rosado wines, of 

surprisingly good quality. The final round re-

sulted in the selection of the 100 top wines, 

subdivided into different price categories.

HIGH QUALITY OFFERINGS

Despite Rioja’s continuing trend towards 

generic wines and the subsequent abandon-

ment of traditional quality categories, more 

than two-thirds of the top one hundred 

were accounted for by the classical quality 

labels.  In particular, the frequently under-

estimated Crianza class – of which there 

were 27 samples – showed that in Rioja, 

a high-quality wine can be purchased at a 

very reasonable price. Numerous unknown 

Bodegas excelled in this category; names 

such as Berzal, Domeco de Jarauta, Perica 

and Obalo won judges over, because it was 

clear that their production is terroir based. 

The Reservas were on a par, followed by ten 

Gran Reservas. Among the wines of this last 

group, some producers excelled with high 

ratings, making it clear that Gran Reservas 

can also hold their own in front of a wide 

range of tasters and are not – as so often 

alleged – an outdated wine profile at all.  

It’s also worth noting that the top cat-

egory wines were not the sole preserve of 

the long-established vintners.  Names such 

as Olabarri, Navarrsotillo or Finca Nueva 

fared very well. The results for the Campillo 

or Bujanda Gran Reservas, brands that are 

better known for restrained and less spec-

tacular styles, were noteworthy. Panelists 

honoured elegance above extraction and 

thus the essence of the actual Rioja char-

acter. Although the many experts may disa-

gree, the traditional quality categories still 

have much to offer.

NORTH AND SOUTH  
BANKS ON A PAR

It was interesting to note that no one 

area in Rioja was the ‘winner’ as such, al-

though the largest region, the south bank, 

i.e. the Rioja Alta, managed to place a cor-

respondingly large share of wines among 

the top 100. Since classical producers are 

predominantly active on this shore, the Ri-

oja Alta was naturally strongly represented 

in the Reserva class. The north shore, which 

mainly falls within the Basque Rioja Ala-

vesa, fulfilled expectations, particularly with 

respect to Crianzas and generic reds. The 

top rankings were similarly evenly balanced. 

Escudero, a producer from the Rioja Baja, 

gained the distinction of joining the top 

group. Only in the white wine category did 

a clear winner emerge: the Basque shore 

held the lead for Blancos. 

WHITE IS THE FUTURE

Due to the low number of white sam-

ples presented, only a handful joined the 

top hundred.  Nonetheless, several notable 

wines appeared, especially a Gran Reserva 

which has only recently been launched as a 

brand.  Even though this great white Gran 

Reserva wine will need some time before 

it takes its place in the ranks of prestigious 

wines, it is remarkable that a medium-sized 

producer like Bodegas de la Marquesa – 

which has just successfully undergone a 

change in generations – has been able to 

make such a mark working in this category. 

Notably, white wine has become an im-

portant issue for an increasing number of 

producers – and is set to be the next big 

trend in Rioja.  What they have in mind is 

not the simple, conventionally made whites 

offering fresh and fruity qualities, but the 

so-called ‘elaboraciones especiales’.  We’re 

talking about mature wines from selected 

locations, vinified in a way not to be found 

elsewhere in Spain. In addition to the clas-
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sic varieties Viura and Malvasia, autochtho-

nous grapes are also showing what they 

can do. Whites like Maturana Blanca and 

Tempranillo Blanco have the potential to re-

make the look of Rioja’s white wines. Not 

only that, but as wood-refined wines, they 

have the potential to revive the Reserva and 

Gran Reserva category for whites.  It will be 

interesting to see what the future will bring. 

TEMPRANILLO

Of Spain’s Tempranillo appellations, the 

DOCa Rioja is undoubtedly the best known. 

More than 50,000 ha of Spain’s principal 

red variety are registered in the winegrow-

ing authority´s registry in Logroño. Al-

though it is flanked by the three other main 

red varieties Garnacha, Mazuelo (Carignan) 

and Graciano, Tempranillo’s dominance is 

absolute. The wines that come from it can 

be graceful, lean, and almost filigree; on the 

other hand, they can be concentrated and 

powerful. Its very trademark soft berry-like 

fruit with balsamic touches, can so easily 

be hidden behind earthy or spicy compo-

nents, that even experts can find it difficult 

to identify the grape. This mutability is a big 

plus, allowing winemakers in Rioja to cre-

ate a very broad stylistic arc. Nevertheless, 

the Rioja growing region defines itself as a 

‘blending area’ – a wine region with a great 

cuvée tradition.

This statement may seem surprising at 

first; certainly, the share of straight varietal 

Tempranillo has risen in the past 20 years. 

However, many producers have recently 

taken to sending Tempranillo to the vat in 

the company of other grapes: Post-mod-

ernism is returning to traditional blends. 

Probably the most desired cuvée partner is 

Graciano, which supports Tempranillo with 

acidity and colour. Interestingly, an increas-

ing number of producers are now showing 

interest in the new arrival Maturana Tinta, 

an almost vanished species with low pH 

and bitter freshness, which is now being 

replanted in many locations.

TRADITION WITH 
MODERNITY

One can say with complete justification 

that Rioja retains and maintains its tradi-

tional heritage like no other area. A great 

traditional Rioja red wine presents itself 

with a brilliant ruby red, amalgamates the 

spice of American oak with red fruitiness 

and delicate notes of undergrowth, dis-

plays a remarkable acidity and polished 

tannins and is carried by a finely woven 

body of only moderate concentration. The 

fascination that emanates from this type 

of wine is considerable: it is very accessi-

ble and can nonetheless show great com-

plexity. Also noteworthy is the absolutely 

amazing ageing potential of these wines. 

This traditional type stands in contrast to 

the modern Rioja which, from a techni-

cal point of view, is usually more strongly 

extracted from an extended maceration, 

followed by refining in newer wood, gen-

erally with a high proportion of French 

oak. This maturation is shorter than in the 

predominantly American oak barriques 

commonly used for the traditional Riojas.  

However, the majority of red wines cannot 

be pigeonholed. The extremely varied wine 

landscape with its different soil structures 

does not allow a truly universal characteri-

sation. But one thing is certain; the fairly 

mild climate, by Spanish standards, brings 

forth a rather mellow and accessible Tem-

pranillo style as found nowhere else on the 

Iberian Peninsula.

Find out more about Rioja:

Visit riojawine.com or email info@riojawine.com
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Blancos and Rosados  
3.50 – 10.00 EUR

92
2009 Valserrano Blanco Gran Reserva 

Viñedos y Bodegas de la Marquesa

Complex nose, orange zest, herbs, fennel, 

peppermint, mineral notes, plus roasted nuts, 

silky on the palate, still seems almost youthful

90
2012 Plácet Valtomelloso 

Bodegas Palacios Remondo

Exotic fruit, pineapple, mango, melon, some 

floral notes, subtle caramel, velvety sweet, fine 

acid, harmonious oak

89
2015 Berarte Blanco Fermentado en 

Barrica, Berarte Viñedos y Bodegas

Green apple, chamomile, fleeting herbs, mint, 

subtle roast notes, nicely integrated wood, 

good length

89
2014 Bhilar Plots Blanco 

Bodegas Bhilar

Yellow apple, hay, buttery notes, nicely 

integrated barrique notes, invigorating acid, 

delicate spice

88
2015 Beronia Rosado 

Bodegas Beronia

Fresh red berries, cherry, redcurrants, delicate 

spice, a touch of lavender

88
2015 Ortega Ezquerro Blanco 

Bodegas y Viñedos Ortega Ezquerro

Ripe citrus fruits, complex nose, rosemary, fir 

twigs, with a little caramel and honey, long 

and powerful finish

88
2015 Baigorri Blanco Fermentado en 

Barrica, Bodegas Baigorri

Vineyard peach, honey, vanilla, nicely incorpo-

rated oak, velvety sweet, good length

87
2015 Vivanco Viura - Tempranillo Blanco - 

Maturana Blanca, Dinastía Vivanco

Striking, somewhat rustic note, good grip on 

the palate, delicate spiciness

87
2015 Sonsierra Blanco Fermentado en 

Barrica, Bodegas Sonsierra

Ripe yellow fruit, buttery, caramel, delicate 

acid, stylish use of oak, long and exciting

87
2015 Luis Cañas Blanco Fermentado en 

Barrica, Bodegas Luis Cañas

Peach, light smoky notes, subtle vanilla, fir 

cones, herbal note on the palate

87
2015 Fernández de Pierola Tempranillo 

Blanco, Bodegas Fernández de Pierola

Aromatic gooseberries, a touch of exotic fruit, 

juicy, good length

87
2014 Gómez Cruzado Blanco  

Bodegas y Viñedos Gómez Cruzado

Delicate, almost filigree, floral notes reminis-

cent of lavender, a little cinnamon

87
2014 Finca Alto Cantabria  

Bodegas Valdemar

Richly faceted, citrus notes, lime, spicy, herbs, 

juicy, harmonious

87
2013 Delicia de Baco Blanco Fermentado 

en Barrica, Bodegas Señorio de Villarrica

Pineapple, apricot, a little citrus, subtle smoky 

notes, harmonious and round

Crianzas  
4.50 – 20.00 EUR

91
2013 Dominio de Berzal Crianza  

Dominio de Berzal

Dark forest berries, blueberries, sour cherries, 

eucalyptus, fleeting herbs, cigarette box, 

peppery notes, dense, good length

90
2013 La Montesa Crianza  

Bodegas Palacios Remondo

Forest berries, blackberries, cherries, roasted 

notes, eucalyptus, cedar wood, spicy notes, 

delicate acid, velvety sweet, harmonious, long

90
2012 Obalo Crianza 

Bodegas Obalo

Dark berries, forest berries, elder, spicy notes, 

dense and complex, delicate acid, good length

90
2012 LAN Crianza  

Bodegas LAN

Aromatic berries, spicy notes, smoky, a little 

herbal essential oil, juicy, balanced, potential

90
2012 Baigorri Crianza   

Bodegas Baigorri

Dark berry fruits, ripe fruit, nutty, nougat, 

intense and powerful, modern character with 

good length

90
2011 Lacrimus Crianza   

Sendero Royal

Ripe fruit, a touch of dried fruit, floral notes 

reminiscent of lavender, juicy and powerful, 

delicate acid, richly finessed

89
2014 Cerro Añon Crianza   

Bodegas Olarra

Blackcurrants, oak, mild spice, cinnamon, 

coconut, chocolate, fleshy, dense, good 

length
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89
2013 Ladrón de Guevara Crianza  

Bodegas Barón de Guevara

Morello cherry, red berries, liquorice,  

eucalyptus, polished tannins, soft and round, 

spicy notes, cocoa

89
2013 Solar de Líbano Crianza   

Bodegas Castillo de Sajazarra

Classic Rioja typicity, cherries, some floral notes, 

violet, lavender, youthful acid, juicy, good 

length

89
2013 Palador Crianza   

Bodegas Valdelana

Coffee, malt, subtle stewed fruit, leather, cigar 

box, balsam notes, restrained tannins, dense 

and elegant

89
2013 Lar de Sotomayor Crianza  

Bodegas Domeco de Jarauta

Plums, cherries, spicy notes, herbs, balsam, cigar 

box, refreshing acid, dense, long finish

89
2013 Finca el Recreo Crianza   

Bodegas de Familia Burgo Viejo

Tobacco, caramel, mask, graphite, terse acid, 

somewhat lean, mineral note, dark chocolate

89
2013 Ortega Ezquerro Crianza   

Bodegas y Viñedos Ortega Ezquerro

Cherries, raspberries, herbs, black pepper, some 

fresh mint, liquorice, toffee, polished tannins, 

balanced, dense and long

89
2013 Altos R Crianza   

Bodegas Altos R

Ripe cherries, plenty of fruit, smoky notes, 

round, almost sweet tannins, balanced, good 

length

89
2012 Viña Olagosa Crianza   

Bodegas Perica

Blackcurrant, balsam notes, cigar box,  

harmonious mouth feel, good length

89
2011 Antonio Alcaraz Crianza   

Bodegas Launa

Red berries, cherry, smoky, spicy notes, some 

mint, leather, resonant and juicy

88
2013 Ondalán Crianza   

Bodegas Ondalán

Ripe red berries, cherry, vanilla, coconut, cinna-

mon, balsam notes, youthful acid, good length

88
2013 Notas del Medievo Crianza  

Bodegas del Medievo 

Raisins, cherry drops, a hint of fruit preserved 

in rum, chocolate, juicy, dense, sweet note, 

full-bodied

88
2013 Noralba Crianza   

Bodegas Castillo de Mendoza

Cassis, tobacco, herbal essential oils, smoky 

notes, clear fruit, round and harmonious

88
2013 Izadi Crianza    

Bodegas Izadi

Herbs, notes of essential oils, spice, earthy, 

juicy and round, dark chocolate, long-distance 

runner

88
2013 Hacienda Grimon Crianza 

Hacienda Grimon

Smoky notes, chocolate, clear oak, polished 

present tannins, dense

88
2013 Edición Limitada Crianza    

Rioja Vega

Red berries, sour cherries, a little liquorice, 

spices, roast notes, cinnamon, youthful, juicy, 

soft and balanced

88
2013 Berceo Crianza   

Manzanos Wines

Dark berries, delicate spice, vanilla, mild spice, 

balsam, tobacco, cigar box, soft, juicy

88
2013 5. Zintzo Crianza   

Bodegas Zintzo

spicy, vanilla, smoky notes, sweet tannins, 

harmonious and dense, subtly sweet note

88
2012 Ilurce Crianza   

Bodegas y Viñedos Ilurce 

Dark berries, spice, elder, powerful body, 

fleshy, good length

88
2012 Dmoreno Selección Familia Crianza 

David Moreno

Classic Rioja typicity, sour cherry, earthy notes, 

invigorating acid, ripe tannins, good length

88
2012 Becquer Crianza Ecológico 

Bodegas B. Escudero

Somewhat reserved fruit, smoky, slightly 

greasy, milk chocolate, opulent on the palate, 

round
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Reservas, Gran Reservas and  
Genéricos 6.50 – 20.00 EUR

95
2005 Sierra Cantabria Gran Reserva 

Sierra Cantabria

Marked berry fruits, balsam, some floral notes, 

herbal essential oils, juicy, enthralling spiciness, 

balanced, powerful, long

93
2013 Malpuesto   

Bodegas Izadi

Ripe red berries, blackberries, raspberries, elder, 

herbs, a little liquorice, spicy notes, mild spice, 

powerful, complex, youthful tannins

93
2011 Marqués de Terán Selección Especial  

Bodega Rioja Marqués de Terán

Ripe red fruits, stone fruit, sour cherries, 

cocoa, spicy notes, tobacco, ripe tannins, dense 

structure, good length

93
2008 Campillo Gran Reserva   

Grupo Faustino

Dark berries, ripe cherries, herbs, some liquo-

rice, fleshy, juicy, delicate acid, good density 

and length

92
2011 Selección Especial Muga Reserva 

Bodegas Muga

Multiple layers of berry fruits on the nose, 

delicate acid, classic oak, complex and long

92
2011 Mirto By Ramón Bilbao   

Bodegas Ramón Bilbao

Dark berries, a little damson, marked spiciness, 

chocolate, mineral overtones, smoky notes, 

good density and length

92
2010 Señorio de Cuzcurrita   

Castillo de Cuzcurrita

Blackcurrants, blueberries, ripe plums, spicy 

notes, cocoa and liquorice, ripe tannins, 

complex, balanced, very good length

92
2009 Viña Bujanda Gran Reserva 

Viña Bujanda

Classic Rioja typicity, rather reserved fruit, a 

little cherry and forest fruits, smoky, roast 

notes, flint, smoked meat, pleasantly lean, fine 

acid structure

92
2009 Valenciso Reserva    

Compañia Bodeguera de Valenciso

Complex fruity nose, dark berries, cherry, 

vanilla, oak, ripe tannins, dense and harmo-

nious, good length

91
2011 Valserrano Reserva   

Viñedos y Bodegas de la Marquesa

Fine fruity nose, smoky notes, coffee, oak, 

powerful, good arc and length

91
2011 Solar Viejo Reserva    

Solar Viejo de Laguard

Pronounced berries on the nose, cherry, roast 

notes, refreshing acid, complex, good length

91
2010 Selección Privada Reserva 

Marqués de Vargas Family  

Wine & Estates

Ripe red fruits, cherry, cocoa, roast flavours, 

velvety and elegant, dense, long finish

91
2010 Monte Real Reserva   

Bodegas Riojanas

Classic Rioja typicity, cherry, red berries, 

lingonberry, earthy notes, some tobacco, juicy, 

delicate acid, elegant, good length

91
2010 Dominio de Conte Reserva  

Bodegas Vinícola Real

Intense ripe berries, balsamic notes, leather, 

toffee, fleshy, round and harmonious, good 

length

91
2009 Antonio Alcaraz Reserva   

Bodegas Launa

Cherry, preserved fruit, balsamic notes, vanilla, 

caramel, harmonious, balanced, long finish

91
2004 Finca Nueva Gran Reserva  

Bodegas Finca Nueva

Delicate maturity, balsam, toffee, delicate 

forest berries, polished tannins, mineral note, 

elegant and balanced, good length

90
2014 Maset Tempranillo   

Bodegas Maset Rioja

Dark berries, elder, blackberry, cigar box, smoky 

notes, mocha, punchy tannins, spicy, powerful 

and balanced, good length
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90
2012 LAN A Mano   

Bodegas LAN

Dark forest berries, underwood, herbs, mild 

spice, cocoa, dark chocolate, leather, very good 

body, dense with good extract on the palate 

90
2012 Altos R Pigeage   

Bodegas Altos R

Ripe forest berries, underwood, mild spice, 

dark chocolate, leather, finely grained tannins, 

delicate acid

90
2011 Viña Pomal Reserva   

Bodegas Bilbainas

Classic Rioja typicity, cherry, earthy notes, 

complex nose, juicy and dense, delicate acid, 

elegant, good length

90
2011 Magister Bibendi Tempranillo  

Reserva, Bodegas Navarrsotillo

Chocolate, green pepper, fresh mint, smoky 

notes, punchy acid, good length

90
2011 Cerro Añon Reserva   

Bodegas Olarra

Blackberry, redcurrant, dark chocolate, herbs, 

delicate invigorating acid, elegant

90
2010 M  

Bodegas Murua

Blueberries, dark berries, black pepper, herbal 

essential oils, roast notes, powerful, ripe 

tannins, round

90
2010 Luis Cañas Selección de la Familia 

Reserva, Bodegas Luis Cañas

Cassis, dark berries, smoky notes, clear oak, 

cocoa, dark chocolate

90
2010 Conde de la Salceda Reserva  

Viña Salceda

Blackberry, blueberries, dark forest berries, 

delicate spice, polished tannins, dense and 

good length

90
2009 Obalo Reserva   

Bodegas Obalo

Dark berries, vanilla, some coconut, oak, dense 

and complex, modern style, good length

90
2008 Baigorri Reserva 

Bodegas Baigorri

Cherry, red berries, tobacco, balsam notes, lea-

ther, vanilla, ripe tannins, spicy notes, complex

90
2007 Viña Olabarri Gran Reserva  

Viña Olabarri

Rather restrained nose, red berries, forest 

berries, mild spice, herbs, delicate acid, good 

length

89
2013 Castillo de Mendoza   

Bodegas Castillo de Mendoza

Somewhat reserved fruit, clear oak, vanilla, 

chocolate, cocoa, smoky note, somewhat 

greasy, terse tannins, powerful, good length

89
2012 R & G   

ARAEX 

Cassis, dark berries, clear roast notes, tobacco, 

leather, tannins still somewhat demanding

89
2012 Beautiful Things   

Bodegas Paco García

Blackcurrants, dark berries, plums, balsam 

notes, herbs, spicy, cigar box, leather

89
2011 Honorable   

Bodegas y Viñedos Gómez Cruzado

Dark fruit, cherry, a little liquorice, eucalyptus 

and herbs; invigorating acid, subtle oak, 

balanced

89
2011 Hacienda Grimon Reserva  

Hacienda Grimon

Elder, forest berries, very aromatic, dense and 

complex, slightly bitter notes, good length

89
2010 Vivanco Reserva   

Dinastía Vivanco

Blackcurrant, plum, dates, cocoa; velvety, 

harmonious, good length

89
2010 Leza García Reserva   

Bodegas Leza García

Compact, ripe berry fruits, subtle oak, punchy 

tannins, well-balanced

89
2010 Lecea Reserva   

Bodegas Lecea

Present fruit, cassis, cherry, harmonious, dense, 

ripe tannins, good length

89
2010 Castillo de Sajazarra Reserva 

Bodegas Castillo de Sajazarra

Classic Rioja typicity, dark berries, cherry, her-

bal essential oils, refreshing acid, multi-layered, 

slightly smoky
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89
2010 Barón de Ley Viña Imaz Gran 

Reserva, Barón de Ley

Forest fruits, some underwood, nutty, cinna-

mon, balsam, soft and balanced, delicate spice

89
2009 Perica Viña Olagosa Reserva 

Bodegas Perica

Dates, cherry, damson, smoky notes, chocolate; 

finely grained tannins, harmonious

89
2009 Finca Valpiedra Reserva   

Finca Valpiedra

Rather reserved fruit, smoky notes, coffee, oak, 

some liquorice, delicate acid, good length

Reservas, Gran Reservas and  
Genéricos more than 20.00 EUR

96
2009 Calvario  

Finca Allende

Complex nose, dark berries, black pepper, 

herbs, mint, notes of essential oils, finely 

grained tannins, liquorice root, juicy, balanced, 

dense, very good length, liquorice root

95
2001 200 Monges Gran Reserva  

Bodegas Vinícola Real

Dark berries, dried fruit, dates wrapped in 

bacon, leather, powerful, delicately ripe

94
2010 Vinsacro Dioro   

Bodegas B. Escudero

Cherry, cool herbal essential oils, mint, discreet 

woody notes, elegant, delicate invigorating 

acid, balanced, very good length and potential

93
2011 Torre Muga   

Bodegas Muga

Dark berry fruits, blackberries, right black 

cherries, oak, herbal essential oils, liquorice, 

juicy, lots of strength and body, concentrated 

and long

93
2010 Nico by Valserrano   

Viñedos y Bodegas de la Marquesa

Ripe dark berry fruits, blackberries, chocolate, 

smoky note, multi-layered, invigorating acid, 

harmonious, powerful, very good density and 

links

93
1994 Montecillo Selección Especial Gran 

Reserva, Bodegas Montecillo

Reserved fruit, dried fruit, herbs, leather, 

elegant ripe note, floral aspects, classic

92
2012 Phinca Lali   

Bodegas Bhilar

Nose reserved at first, with air the wine opens 

up, notes of essential oils, liquorice, some 

woodruff, juicy, dense, complex, invigorating 

acid, good density and length

92
2008 Remirez de Ganuza Reserva  

Bodegas Remirez de Ganuza

Fruit still reserved, herbs, floral notes reminis-

cent of lavender, some vanilla, spicy, juicy, lots 

of power and potential

92
2008 Conde de Hervias   

Bodegas Valgrande

Forest berries, liquorice, liquorice root, smoky 

notes, Underwood, roast notes, tobacco, dark 

chocolate, dense and powerful, expressive, 

good length

91
2011 Roda Reserva   

Bodegas Roda

Dark berry fruit, some fruit preserved in rum, 

chocolate, complex and yet full of finesse, spicy 

notes, juicy, good length

91
2009 Centvm Vitis   

Bodegas Valdelana

Chocolate, dark berries, smoky notes, oak, 

compact, still somewhat closed, good length

91
2005 Magister Bibendi Gran Reserva 

Bodegas Navarrsotillo

Cherry, red berries, eucalyptus, fine ripe notes, 

velvety

90
2011 Gaudium Reserva   

Union Vitivinicola

Impressive and intense bouquet upheld by full 

fruit, black cherries, blackberries, redcurrants, 

the whole underlaid with notes of pine forest 

and blue blossom. Powerful on the palate, 

dense network of tannins, yet fresh and 

disciplined, good potential.

90
2010 Domeco de Jarauta   

Bodegas Domeco de Jarauta

Impression of cool elegance and balsamic 

freshness, with delicate fruit and very well 

incorporated, slightly smoky oak, fresh on 

the palate, juicy, pleasant acid, has power but 

comes across as dynamic with a good flow, 

dark preserved fruit, chalky minerality

90
2009 Altos de Corral Reserva   

Bodegas Corral

Warm full fruit, preserved cherries, very aromatic 

components, flashes of pepper, then a little 

coconut and vanilla. Good concentration, warm 

and full-bodied at the same time, the oak is still 

present, good flow nevertheless. Somewhat dry 

tannin in the finish and lots of roast on the nose.

90
2008 Gran Chobeo   

Bodegas Hermanos Peciña

Flashes of culinary herbs beautifully melded 

with notes of underwood and ripe red fruit. 

Very balanced on the palate, medium concent-

ration, supported by good acid, very firm with 

good grip, nevertheless already shows mature 

and polished tannin.

90
2008 Amaren Tempranillo Reserva  

Bodegas Luis Cañas

Cool, contoured fruit notes, black berries, then 

red cherries, fine balsam, liquorice and a little 

smoke and gunpowder. Tense on the palate, 

good acid, tannin is still somewhat grainy, still 

youthful, a certain juiciness, good length.


